Women Composers Forum:

Date: Friday, April 6 | 9:00am — 4:00 pm
Location: GrussHall, Austin Arts Center, Trinity College
Keynote Speaker: Karen Cook
This day is dedicated to scholarly research, workshops, and other
presentations related to women composers and musicians. The Forum is
intended to celebrate historical and living composers, support ongoing
research, and provide professional development opportunities for
composers, scholars, and other music professionals.

9:00-Amanda Bono | Ellen Taaffe Zwilich, Symphony No. 2, and the
Evolution of Her Compositional Style

As one of the most-performed American living composers, and despite
having written symphonies, concerti, chamber music, and vocal works, there
is a great lack of scholarship on the analysis of Zwilich’s compositions. This
presentation will focus on Zwilich’s established compositional style,
specifically the style that pervaded her works during the 1980’s through
present day.

9:30 - Penny Brandt | Formal Transgressions: Transnational Activism by
Women Composers

This presentations discusses the musical works of three living women
composers whose works are a form of activism against oppression. Sadie
Harrison is an Australia-born composer living in the UK whose research into
gender and musical practice in Afghanistan led to her creation of “Gulistan-e
Nur: The Rosegarden of Light” in collaboration with a women’s ensemble at
the Afghanistan National Institute of Music. Niloufar Nourbakhsh is an
Iranian composer living in the United States who composed “An Aria for the
Executive Order” in response to the Executive Order passed by the forty-
fifth President of the United States that bans residents from predominantly
Muslim countries from entering the USA and whose “SYRIA: a fractal of WE”
invites listeners to contemplate their own position in global conflicts. Tawnie
Olson is a Canadian composer living in the United States. Her “No Capacity
to Consent” questions police brutality and overreach in the United States.
Each of these composers has assumed a certain amount of artistic and
professional risk to call attention to the plight of marginalized people in
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2018 Keynote Speaker: Karen Cook, Ph.D

Dr. Karen M. Cook specializes in medieval and Renaissance music theory and
performance. She is currently working on several new critical editions and
translations of late medieval theory treatises as well as a monograph exploring the
development of rhythmic notation in the fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries.
She also maintains active research interests in popular and contemporary music,
especially on music and identity in television, film, and video games and on (neo)
medievalism in contemporary culture.

She has presented her research at numerous national and international venues,
notably the International Congress on Medieval Studies at Kalamazoo, the North
American Conference on Video Game Music, and the 2015 conference on Philippe de
Vitry. Her recent work has been published in Plainsong & Medieval Music, Early
Music, and in Music and Video Games: Studying Play, Routledge Music and Screen
Media Series, edited by K.J. Donnelly, William Gibbons, and Neil Lerner; forthcoming
work will be published with the Oxford Bibliography series, the Oxford Handbook on
Music and Medievalism, and the A-R Online Music Anthology.

In addition, she is an active singer and performer of both early and contemporary
music, and is routinely on the faculty and staff of Amherst Early Music, the largest
presenter of early music workshops in North America.

In the 2017-18 school year, Dr. Cook is a University of Hartford Humanities Center
Fellow.

Education:
BA: Music Performance; Religion — Gettysburg College
MM: Music Theory Pedagogy; Musicology — Peabody Conservatory
Ph.D: Musicology; Certificate in Medieval & Renaissance Studies — Duke University

forms, Romantic gestures, spiritual melodies and plantation rhythms, are
explored as musical applications of the melting pot metaphor. In a broader
sense, however, this interpretation of Price’s sonata also aims to reconsider
prior, often exclusionary narratives of Western art music and to enable
Price’s contributions to the American musical landscape to be recognized
through a lens of inclusion, rather than the filter of Otherness.

11:45-Break

12:30-Lunchtime Concert: Dr. Julia Mortyakova (founder of Mississippi
University for Women’s Music Festival, inspired by WCFH)

Featuring piano works by Cecile Chaminade (1857-1944), Teresa Carreno
(18523-1917), Olga Harris (1953).

1:20-Liane Curtis | Why Amy Beach Matters (and how we have come to
recognize that fact)

Amy Beach (1867-1944) was praised by many in her lifetime as an important
American composer, but in the twentieth century some began to consider
her music as old-fashioned, and after her death, her work fell into obscurity.
For decades her name (if mentioned at all) would often be a subject of
derision by later generations of musicians who knew none of her music.

The revitalization of Beach’s music and reputation began in the late 1970s,
and this presentation considers some of the factors that contributed to this.
2:15-Raisa Bonnet and ElevArte PR

3:00-Karen Cook | Hildegard’s Women
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